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ABSTRACT

Egyetlen dolog allandé a vilagon: a valtozas. Az emberiség fejlédése szépen végigkovethetd a
tarsadalom alakulasan keresztiil. Az emberi tarsadalom felépitése, jellemzd vonasai valamint a
tarsadalmi normak évrdl évre Ujulnak. Mi, az ,Epitéelemek” pedig véleményt alkotunk a
rendszerr6l, amelyben éliink. Kritizaljuk a tarsadalmat. Régen is voltak és ma is vannak, akik
véleményiiket kozkincesé teszik a fejlédést eléremozditandd. Ok az érdeklddé értelemmel,
elkotelezettséggel és jo kifejezokészséggel megaldott irok, koltdk. A tarsadalomkritika az
irodalom fontos eleme. Szoérakoztato, elgondolkodtatd és megddbbentd egyszerre. Természetes
azonban, hogy sokakban felmeriil a kérdés: a ,,gyonyorkodtetés” mellett van-e tényleges,
gyakorlati hatdsa a tarsadalomkritikdnak, mint irodalmi eszkoéznek? Elérik-e céljukat a
tarsadalomkritikus ir6k? Mi egyaltalan a céljuk?



Bevezetés

Az angol tarsadalommal kapcsolatban mindenkinek masok az elképzelésel, viszont
vannak vilagszerte elterjedt sztereotipiak, melyektél nehéz elvonatkoztatni (csakagy mint a
tedzas, az udvarias gentleman-ek, modern tarsadalmi moralok, fejlett gondolkodas...). A
torténelem soran végbement angol tarsadalmi valtozasok éppolyan nagy hatast gyakoroltak
a tobbi nemzet fejlédésére, mint a gazdasagi vagy politikai téren torténtek.

Jane Austen a 18. szazadi Anglidban élt és alkotott. [rasai a vilagszintii
regényirodalom kiemelkedé remekmiivei, melyeket a mai napig forgat és szeret az
olvasokozonség. Romantikus alkotasainak kozéppontjaban a szerelem, a hazassag, a csalad
¢s a tarsasagi ¢let all.

Virginia Woolf, angol iréné a 19. szdzad végi Londonban sziiletett. Sz¢élsdséges
stilusa miatt miivei sziikebb korben kedveltek, mégis a 20. szdzadi modern irodalom
vezéralakjaként emlegetik. Megteremtett egy 0j regénytipust, a tudatfolyamregényt. Miivei
titkkrozik feminista 1étét és az elméjében zajlo folyamatok elvontsagat.

Mi a kozos a két, latszolag teljesen kiilonb6z6 ndben? Bar egy évszazadnyi
kiilonbséggel, de mindkettdjiikk az angol tarsadalom tagja, fejlédéseinek szemtanuja volt.
Hogyan ¢li meg két belsd szemléld az értékrendek felboruldsat, az eldrelépésért valo
harcot, és ez miként jelenik meg alkotasaikban? Hogyan értékelik sajat koruk normait, min
¢s hogyan valtoztatnanak szivesen?

Tudoményos Didkkoéri Kutatbmunkamban Jane Austen és Virginia Woolf kritikus
szemén keresztiil vizsgalom meg a 18. és 19. szdzadi angol tarsadalmat. Az 6 péld4jukon
keresztiil vizsgdlom meg €s szemléltetem a tarsadalomkritika, mint 4ltalanossagban vett
irodalmi jelenség jellemzdit, céljat, hatasat.

Kutatdsomban nagy segitségemre voltak a Jane Austenrdl és Virginia Woolfrol
készilt kiillonbozd  életrajzok  valamint a munkéssagukkal foglalkozé irasok.
Gondolkodasmodjukrol, koruk jellemzdirdl az altaluk irt regényekbdl és levelekbdl
tajékozodtam. Ezenfeliil a két irond életébdl €s regényeibdl késziilt filmek hosszu listdja is
rendelkezésemre allt a felkésziiléshez. Mindemellett volt szerencsém egy honapot tolteni a
csodalatos angliai Bath varosaban, mely Jane Austen életének meghatarozobb helyszine
volt. Itt megtapasztalhattam azt a hangulatot, életstilust, melyet az irénd (bar tobb
évszazaddal kordbban) is atélt €s regényeiben megjelenitett. Ottlétem soran ellatogattam a
Jane Austen Muzeumba is.



Modszerek

Az altalam vélasztott témat szerettem volna valamilyen rendhagyd modon
feldolgozni. Az angol tarsadalom(kritika) fejlodését két kiemelkedo irodalmi személy, Jane
Austen ¢és Virginia Woolf munkassagan keresztiil vizsgaltam meg. Mivel mindkét irond
nevéhez szorosan kotddik a levél fogalma, igy valasztasom egy kreativ szovegalkotasi
modszerre, a levélirdsra esett. Kutatdsom eredményét Jane Austen és Virginia Woolf
fikcionalis levelezésébe iiltetve fogalmaztam meg. A két kiilonb6zo szazadbeli Anglidban
¢l6 nd tollaval irtam a leveleket, melyekben a korukbeli angol tdrsadalomnak allitanak
tiikrot kiméletlentiil.

Igyekeztem minél autentikusabb lenni, ennek érdekében a levelezést angol nyelven
irtam, €s a levélformahoz hiien formaztam. Torekedtem a valosaghiiségre, igy a torténelmi
hattér, a két nd életrajza és muveik mellett az altaluk irt levelek, naplobejegyzések
tanulmanyozasara is forditottam id6t. Ezek az eredeti levelezések nagy segitségemre voltak
mindkettejiik stiluanak, gondolatmenetének ¢€s szofordulatainak megfigyelésében. Az
altalam irt levelekben igyekeztem mindehhez hii maradni.

A levélirds, mindamellett, hogy széleskorii hattértudast igényel, feldobja,
személyesebb hangvételiiveé teszi a kutatomunkat.



Dear Mrs Woolf,

I have the pleasure of writing to you with the sincere intention of inviting you to
the Austen mansion, Steventon, where a grand ball of writers is to be held in two months
time from to-day.

Having heard of your exceptional authorship, I am not without hopes of us
having a long conversation on writing and exchanging some of our ideas.

Please forgive my inquisitiveness; nevertheless I cannot wait to be acquainted to
you!

Best regards,
Miss J. Austen




Deor Jone Aunsten,

Your letter counsed me not a Utte surprise and joy. And so- the
uwitation to- the balll The pleaswre sy mine to- accept U | am eager tor
meet tHhe Queen of English Novels

Thouwglv | am a bit perplexed... | muwst confess that | lhave never been
v a ball v my entire Uife. | would be more Hian grateful f yow could
describe me o fancy event like Hhis one, and the most mportant sotial
expectotions | should meet Here.

Please answer unv yowr fostest so-that | can stant preparing un tuime.

Yours,

Virginia Woolf




Dear Mrs Virginia Woolf,

A ‘fancy event’ —as you referred to our balls— is far more disenchanting than all of
us likes to think about it.

A ball is a fair of hypocrisy, I dare say. People —especially young ladies— attend
these social events with the apparent purpose of parading and flaunting. Their eyes are
wandering like hungry predators, hunting for a rumpled ribbon, a freed lock of hair or an
impolite little gesture to have it fallen prey to their gossip. These predator eyes are versed
in all fields of life that a worthwhile English dame must be versed in: the newest
fashion, dance, signs of secret love, proper behaviour and so on. And I shall enforce that I
am as convinced as anyone else would be —if they have taken the effort to observe their
behaviour— that the owners of the mentioned critical eyes are the unsuspecting preys at
the same time. What else would you call it, my Dear, if not hypocrisy: pretending
perfection and criticising ‘the weaker’ while dreading of the possibility that we are ‘the
weaker’. I try to visualize the atmosphere of English balls in most of my writings,
including the one I am working on these days: Northanger Abbey. In this novel my tone
is quite ironic about insincerity and falsehood in public.

Although on the other hand a ball is always a colourful flower on the pale field of
our everyday-life. Sometimes I feel that there is not a rewarding occupation for a young
lady in the country. It is so quiet and calm here that people tend to create ‘interesting’
activities for themselves, otherwise they would die of boredom. To mention some of these
activities: telling gossips, daydreaming about the Prince Charming, finding an enticing
groom for any girl around who doesn’t have one yet.

Please accept my apology for my ironic voice! I dare hope that your ideas are not
remarkably far from mine and that I found understanding ears and agreeing heart in you!

Satisfying your request, a neat dress of the newest fashion and your husband as a
company is all my piece of advice for you. In case your Mr Woolf should be engaged
somewhere else, your being married must be hidden somehow for the duration of the ball.
A young Mrs without her husband in a ball is the best gossip I could ever imagine...

I am yours sincerely,

Jane Austen



Deor Jane,

Your eas are so- close too my way of thinking that | already feel
being friends witiv yow! Hoping my friendly style doesnt offend you!

Ity wwnecessary to- apology for yowr ‘onde voled. | highly
appreciate the counvage of expressing yowr true opiundiont

Thank yow very muciv for yowr adaice, 'W try to- keep U | dont
think Leonard wll be able to- guit iy work for the tume of He ball...

'm happy to hear Hrat corsidering thhe Englisiv society Ul sy not
only my croze. Thowghh b has cranged wneredibly lot unv tive past
decades... The people are not bored, wiat's more, they're hurrying all He
tume! The streefs arve full of worried people walking sure-footed, Lowd
vendory v busy bowtigues, crowded omunibuses withv harsiv tootle.. just
the normal pulsating London... | wont say that | cannot bear o This
lveliness, Hus bustle keeps me alive v my worse days:

My ovdy mufortune  that | can see bedvnd the delightful scene...
People alwaysy hove sometiving to- do- that deraws their attention from the
otihers. Sotial and personal relotiovsivips are neglected. Moral volues are
faded. We are Unving in such a swamp! Yow talked about hypoerisy. One
could even touche U, Py so- massively present here! Yow can never know
what B charmed aoway by the neat smidesy on the faces. If ondy | conlod see
v their mindy and read their houghts! How amazing o would bel

The gap between the top and bottom layers of society U constantly
widening. And people are callows: The opwlent officialy, businessmen,
actresses ond dames wallk by huwndieds of miserable beggers a day in e
most ndifferent way possible. Where have sympativg, empativy and
solldarity gone?? They're ovldy empty words Left belind...

Another vice of owr sotiety W Hhe crisis of the traditional Englisiv
family. According to- my experience, the membery of families often feel
foreed to- feature an old-fashioned (father-, mother-, spowse~, child-)
role. Just becamse U b expected by the society. My chiddiood memories
contribute to- my negative judgment on family-Ufe. | don't see tihe point
of establishing o family anymore.



P working on a novel Huwoughh wiich | long to- draw people’s
atftentlon to- the rudiculowsness of today-famidies. | also- want to- open
their eyes to- see how the circumstancesy developed and how owr thinking
showddl change togetiver witiv Englisiv society. Iy b o for too fontastic
drream? The story revolves arouwnd a typical Englisiv family’s Ufe Hhurougiv
3 generotions, embrocing almost 60 years.

P really Uike to- get fomidior withv your Hhoughtsy on these topics!

Yours,

Vurguma

PS.: 'mv not suwre wiat the title of my mentioned novel shouwld be. Do yow
have any ldeas?




Dear Virginia,

It is my pleasure to be able to consider such a learned and sophisticated thinker
and author as you my friend.

The idea of your newest novel gave my imagination wings. I have been thinking
about what the most adequate title would be for days and nights. Here is the result:
1.Generations 2.Changing Years 3.Years and Generations 4.Years 5.Yield to Years. I hope
that my efforts were useful and helped you some way.

The picture that you ‘painted’ about your London astonished me and made me
alter my former opinion on the countryside. I do not think I could ever live in such a
chaos! I like to visit towns indeed, but lived my whole [ife in the country, all of my
childhood memories attach me here. Upon recollection my family is responsible for my
exceedingly agreeable childhood spent in the boring countryside.

I have to admit that your conception about families overwhelmed me. Let me
express my warmest compassion on your negative family experience. On the contrary,
family plays a mightily important role in my life. Far from the pulsating city-life —using
your words— family is the source of Rnowledge, amusement and one’s future expectancies
as well. Your relatives support you in your life from cradle to grave.

On the other hand this tight relation may be the cause of a young man’s or lady’s
bleak, prospects. Everybody is judged not only by their personality but also by their
background —considering family and fortune. In accordance, a poor, indelicate family
might reflect on a person’s honour.

The only thing I cannot bear concerning relatives is getting married within the
family which —to my greatest detest— is a common habit these times. This remarkable
opposition —that I visualised in Pride and Prejudice among others— derives from my faith
in marrying only for love.

I am totally convinced that no-one should ever be forced into a marriage on the
basis of financial or any other matters. Therefore I also contemn the idea of
predestination of young people’s life by arranging their proposal when they’re only little
children. As to my persuasion, choosing a life-long partner must be the privilege of the
concerned person and not his/her parents’, grandparents’ or neighbours’. I shall always
persist on my opinion that no marriage should be made on the basis of anything else than
love and no relationship based on love should be obstacle by financial matters.

I am eager to read your ideas concerning marriage and love.

Yours affectionately,

Jane
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Deor Joane,

Thank yow very mumciv for yowr wleas, yow did help me a Lot |
decided to-title my book: The Years:

Sorry for Hhwe shortness of Hus lefter. | must work howrd nowadays
wntil my novel W ready to- get printed. Fortunately | have the advantage
of an own press (Hogartiv Press) Un owr howse but F sl takes a Lot of
time. Plns | have the Bloowsbury Growp to- support me v realising my
adlms: The Bloomsbury Group keeps me alive in Hils untellectually dumdp
world... They are wonderful people withv wonderful loeas!

| promise to- write more wihen finisheo witiv He publicationt

YO‘M/VV,

Virginia
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Dearest Virginia,

Violating principles of politeness I decide to write before —by sending your
promised longer letter— you testified your accessibility. The only excuse for my
impropriety is the need of your advice urgently!

My most current news to you is that I am engaged! It sounds incredibly as this
what I have always been waiting for. Harris Bigg-Wither is an old friend of the
Austens. He is an agreeable gentleman with a decent fortune. Yesterday my sister,
Cassandra and me visited the Bigg family in Manydown and in the end of the evening
Harris got down on his Rnees and proposed marriage to me. Following common-sense, I
accepted the proposal.

The only problem in this seemingly happy story is that I do not love him! The idea
that I have acted against my own notion Rept haunting me so I made up my mind: I will
retract the proposal.

Do you —as the whole society except for my family— think that I am about to take
a disastrous step?

I highly appreciate your opinion, please answer as fast as possible!

Most affectionately yours,

Jane

;!
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My Dear Jane,

Dowt worry, by no means would | ever covusider yow impropriate! |
hawve managed to- funisiv my book so- now 'm fulfilling my promise.

Furst of all: yowre engaged! | totally agree withv yow..that yow did
sometiing stupid. Yow made a hasty decision based on wihat othery
wouldlve Hought to- be proper. | wonder witat couldlve gone tHhuroughv your
mind...However, v a short tume yow were able to- admit your fault and
that & honowraple. | can only encowrage yow un following youwr heart
Dot lstewn to- the public's expectations! Lusten to- your feelings! Go- and
withorow- the proposal f U calms down your conseience. Dot listen to-
mel Only Uisten to- yourself!

What do- | think about marriage and love? The guestion of
marriage & handled v o much more Uberal way nowndays. Today
marrying for love U the sfandoard and within the family o owt of
guestion. Funancesy ploy appreciably smaller role i finding o spouse. But
ntferestingly enouglv tivese modern love-based mavriages go- wrong and
funally end wp un divorce un guite o highv proportion. If yow ask me, |
wowld originate Hiese failures un my already mentioned Hieory of rigld
family roles. Lety toke women as the most seriowsly struggling vietums of
the system they have fo- fit v far oo many different roles: Women are
supposeds to- be pretty, kind, weak and romantic as lovery. Devoted,
family -and chhild-centred and, patient as mothers. Cleawn, diligent; good
cooks ande alwoays busy ay howsewives: Whereas men supposed to- be...?
Maoscundine, handsome, strong...alwoys. So- wirere iy equality??

We botiv agree on Hrat the main principle of life iy following your
heart, don't we? So- wiat f U beats for someone from your oww sex? Iy oF
outrageows? Iy b o sin? Why » F congidered a crime? Why uwt of
everyone’s right to- love wiroever they woant?? (I tried to- visnalize Hhe lea
of homosexumnality and liberty of sexunal orientation un Orlando:)

So- many uwnanswered guestionsy on my mind..

Anyway, good luck withv your ‘dis-proposal’!

YOW&,

V.W.
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My Dearest Virginia,

I am very thankful for your encouraging words, they contributed to my
determination a lot. I was looking forward to telling you the greatest news of mine: I am
free again! It had never come to my mind before that staying a spinster can be more
delightful than being engaged. I dare say it is, in my case!

Spinsterhood is the most miserable faith for a young lady to be imagined. I used to
share the common opinion but due to the current events I have changed my mind. To be a
wife and mother is the predestination of every girl according to the society. My primer
aim is still finding love and establishing a family, nevertheless, spinsterhood mustn’t be
as terrible as it is considered. All in all, I am ready to face whatever God has to me!

In connection with the right to love, I think liberty should be reached. Although I
would never have gone so far to consider affiliation to the same sex, Please do not
misunderstand me, I am still interested in your ideas!

Yours ever,

Jane
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My Dear Jane,

Congratwlationy on your spinsterhood! Dowt get offended, 'm not
being rondie now: | truly appreciote yowr independent decisiont Your
defuniteness v lacking from most of the women nowadays...

Ay yow coudd propabply find owt accovding to- my Hrouwghts, | am o
feminist: O, or maybe yow dow't even know wiat o means?! Feministsy
are Hrose, wior believe thoat huuman beingsy were created equal regovoless
their gender. We are certain that women are intellectually and socially
(ot least) equal to- men. Besides we strongly believe tHhat all people are
entitled fo-  freedom and  Uberty regardless Hieir gender, sexunal
orientotion, skin colowr, ethumicity, religlon, cdture, Uifestyle efe

Women are too- preciowns to- spend. all Helr Ufe un the kitchend Wiy
wowlde UF be umpossiple for them to- work? To- show their abUlifies and
fake adwontage of Hem?

We are fighting for the righty of women! We are fighting for
equality!

Please dowt be shocked ot my vehemence. | massively believe n
these principles, and. my emotions overflew me..'m soriry!

YO‘M/VV,

vw

SO

w\\!f

A




My Dearest Virginia,

My inference according to our letter-conference is that every society has its own
problems in any time. In case one of the problems seem to be sold, another happens to
occur. This is how society develops.

We, thinkers and writers are blessed with the privilege of recognising the faults,
mistakes of our age and the talent of putting it down in a way that other people can
understand them as well.

I am amazed by your sincere, clean way of writing! I long to express my true
opinion through my novels but only in a covert way. If I ever attempted to put down my
critical views directly (as you dare to do it), that would end up in a scandal and no-one
would read my books. For this reason I must hide the pure truth behind enjoyable,
pleasant stories to attract readership and entertain people (involving myself as
well). Those who are worthy, will understand the discreet inklings as well, I hope.

I am looking forward to talking to you face to face!

Your affectionate friend,

Jane
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Deor Joane,

The revelation of the trutv about society drives me crazy! Yowre
apsolutely right: But By so- hard to- accept that however clever, talented
ande harduorking yow are, yow can't sonve the world...

Owr tosk W to- spread owr recognitions un the way owr age allows
and society accepts them, be un a divect or a hwdden mode.

See yow,

inie. |
T Yowor Lloomsdd. and ooty
T A TON and. AanR /
" The Lovenr Lovel oo wenst /0

A,




Osszegzés

A tarsadalom 6rok fejlédésben van. Minden kornak megvannak a maga pozitivumai
és negativumai is. Az emberiség a sajat hibajabol tanul, ezéltal mozditva elérébb a
tarsadalmat. Egy probléma megoldasa ujfajta problémak megjelenését vonja maga utan. Jol
imitalja ezt a kovetkezo példa: évtizedeken at folyt a kiizdelem a ndk egyenjogusagaért,
mire elérték, hogy Ok is dolgozhassanak. Ezzel teljesen felborult a hagyomanyos
csaladmodell, és 1) kérdések vetddtek fel a gyerekneveléssel, a haztartassal és a csaladban
betdltott szerepekkel kapcsolatban, amik szintén megoldasra varnak.

A tarsadalomkritika a jozan gondolkodas és véleményformalas bizonyitéka. Az ird
kozonség elé viszi a tarsadalommal kapcsolatos elképzeléseit, bizva az olvasdk
befogadoképességében. Mi értelme kritizalni? Ki kivancsi a véleményiikre?- tehetné fel
barki a sokakban megfogalmaz6do kérdést. A kritikabol rengeteget lehet tanulni, ha épitd
jellegii. froik pdig az esetek tobbségében nem csupan az altaluk képviselt, hanem egy
tobbek altal osztott véleménynek adnak hangot. Ok t5ltik be a hangosbemondé szerepét.

Egy figyelemfelkeltd, megragado stilusu, meggy6z0 irds csodakra képes:
lelkesiteni, mozgositani tud, ha befogad6 kozonségre talal.

A vildgot megvaltani egy ember (még egy ird) sem tudja, viszont a haladas
tempojanak és irdnyanak meghatarozo6i mi vagyunk. Mindannyian, Jane Austen is, Virginia
Woolfis, On is, én is.
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